
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 18 September 2007] 

 p5135b-5135b 
Mr Peter Watson; Deputy Speaker; Mr John Kobelke 

 [1] 

WATER PROJECT FUNDING 

480. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Water Resources: 
Western Australia submitted 15 projects under the Water Smart Australia - 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Perhaps members would like to allow the member on his feet to ask his question, 
otherwise this will be the end of question time. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I will start again, and I will congratulate Collingwood on its recent win! 

Western Australia submitted 15 projects under the Water Smart Australia and Raising National Water Standards 
programs, requesting some $117 million from the commonwealth’s Water Smart Australia program in June 
2006.  Can the minister please outline what progress Western Australia has made in attaining water project funds 
from the commonwealth?  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of his question, but not for his little statement at the start!   

The National Water Initiative has $2 billion of Australian government money in the water fund.  Western 
Australia joined in April 2006 and thought that, by joining, WA would get at least a fair share compared with the 
other states.  In fact, WA has received only $37.6 million.  That funding went to the Town of Cottesloe, to the 
Water Corporation for a reverse osmosis project, to the Department of Water for planning and to the Armadale 
Redevelopment Authority.  When we compare that $2 billion with the Water Smart funding received by other 
states - New South Wales has received $196 million; Victoria, $244 million; Queensland, $525 million - clearly, 
WA has not received its share.  What is totally unacceptable is that Prime Minister Howard, Minister Turnbull 
and other members of the federal government go around Australia lauding projects in WA that the state 
government put in applications for but did not receive funding for.  The Harvey Water trade has been recognised 
on numerous occasions by members of the Howard government as a leading Australian project for the transfer of 
irrigation water into drinking water.  The state government applied for funding.  The federal Leader of the 
Opposition, Kevin Rudd, said that he would fund the project, so if he is elected, it will be funded, but the 
Howard government will not fund it.  The Gascoyne irrigation project was on the list because it is a very 
efficient irrigation area, and extra money would have expanded its area and efficiency.  The same sorts of 
projects in other parts of Australia are being funded, but how much did we get out of the Howard government?  
Not a penny!  Yet federal ministers come over here, go around WA, and laud - as they should - the Gascoyne 
irrigation project as being an outstanding project in Australia, but they give no money to it.  Time and time 
again, WA receives well below what should be our share of the Howard government funding.  It is about time 
we had a government in Canberra that saw the interests of WA as representing the interests of the nation, and 
gave WA a fair share of water project funding.   
 


